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1 through your importunity 
15 I now make this publick appear- 
ance. Printing has ever been 


my averſion; and could I, with any 


decency to the memory of your late 
Paſtor, or to your requeſt, de- 
cline it, T would have gladly done 


it. I have not the vanity to imagine, 


that any thing of mine is worthy to 
ſee the light: I am ſenſible I have 
hereby Depaſed my name and cha- 


racter to the world; but this is no- 


thing, if the honour of God and 
religion ſuffer not. I muſt take the 


7 liberty, in juſtice to the truth, my- 
ſelf, and you, to declare, that the 


truth | in the following Sermon! is the 
Lord E 


"WF" 


Lord's - and if any error is in it, it 
is mine; the publication of both 
les at your door. I know God can 

get to himſelf honour, ' and*convey © 

to his people comfort and advan- | 

tage, by what means he pleaſes; and |. 

if this publication, mean as it is 
contributes to this end, . I ſhall little = 
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the ſueer of che prop pbane, the o cen- 
ſure of the critick, or the ſnarl off, 
Momus ; each of which will. find 
| whereon, to exerciſe bis talent. Such 
as this plain Diſcourſe i 18, I commend-., 
it, and you with it, to. the, < 
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PSALM, Ixxi. 23, 24. 
Mz Hips ſhall greatly rejoice when I 
Ing unto thee : Arid my ſoul which 

thou haſt redeemed, My tongue 
alſo ſhall tall of thy Ns Of: 
all the day long; for they are 
confounded, for they are brought 
unto ſhame, that fr my hurt. 


Need not tell this crowded aſſembly; 
| what the awful providence is that 
brings us together at this time; the 
very great ſorrow that ſwells in many 


of your breaſts, the briny tears that trickle 


down your cheeks, the gloom that viſibly 


| fits on your brows, and the enſigns of 


tnourning which hang around this place, all 


unite to apprize you that this church has loſt 
its worthy and honour'd paſtor, and the 


world an excellent and uſeful goſpel-mi- 


aiſter, It is by the unanimous requeſt of 
B you 


(6) 


you, the members of this church of Chriſt, 


that I am called to improve amongſt Joo 


KW Aa — D 


— trying. diſpe at 
tune; glad ſhould I have been, had the pro 


—_— en allotted to an abler hand, ſince 


fear, leſt both the ſubject and your juſt ex- 


pectations ſhonld ſuffer, through the: unfit- 
neſs of the ipſtrument you have:preſicd 1 in 
this ſervice: however, this I know, that Go 
can, if he pleaſes, out of the mouths 9, mes 
and fuckli ngs perfect praiſe. 

It is thought by: ſome, * that NE as well 
as the preceding Fſalm, were wrote by David 
on Abſalom's rebellion and defeat; this they 
gather from the gth ver. of t this Pſalm, where 
the pſalmiſt prays, that God would not caſt 


him 115 2 the time of old e, au faorſake him 


441 ”4 


18th. ver. "Nin 40%. f ro am got” hid grey JP 
beaded, O God, forſake me not, &c. for when 


he was hunted by Saul, as a partridge upon 


the mountains, he was in his youth. It is 


allowed by all orthodox divines that I have 
met with, that David was a type of Chriſt; 


both. ; in his perſon, offices, ſufferings; and ſal- 


vation; his numerous foes, both in their 
combinations 1 aſſault, and defeat, were my 


ical, and were ſhadows of the conflict, vic- 


bl: tory 
>", V. Poli MEN cue. 
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(3) 


ory and triamph'of Chriſt in hk perſon, and 
members, over - ſpiritual enemies. It is very 


clear to a ſpiritual obſerver, that the ſpirit of 
inſpiration „under whoſe influence he wrote, 
carried his view: of things forward unto goſ- 
pel-times. Chriſt ever was the foundation 
and conſolation of the church; to him the 


faithful in all ages ſooked-for' redempliun in 
Iſrael; Abrabuam rejoiced to ſee his day, andi 


He 2 it and was glad, Jobm viii. 56. Vea, 
it is evident beyond all reaſonable contradic- 
tion, that multitudes of paſſages in the P/alzs 
point directly to the Męſſiab, and are ex- 
preſſly applied to him in the new teſtament, 
and can in no tolerable ſenſe. belong to lite. 


ral David; inſtances of this ſort: might eaſily 


125 prod iced, were there time or occaſion for 
That David was no ſtranger to the per. 


bay offices, and work of the Mef/iah ( who 


was to come n be end of the world, to put 
away fin by the ſacrifice: of himſelf) as the 
foundation of his own hope and comfort, I 
preſume is not denied by any here preſent, _... 
That he ſpeaks of him as God and man in 

one perſon for ever; as David's lord, and yet 
Dawid's ſon; that he is à prieſt after the 
order of Molch aellecb, in the 1 roth Pſalm; 


as a king on God's 8 holy hill of Sion, in the 
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(8) 
ad Palm ; that he foretels of his ſufferingy 
in the 22d and 6gth Pſalms, and cliewhere; | 
and the aſſumption of our nature, and his 
chearful ingagement in the great work of fal- 
vation, in the 4oth Palm ; his death and re- 
durrection, in the 16th; and his triumphant 
aſcenſion to heaven, together with the gifts 
he received as mediator, and the beſtowment 
of them on his people in the 6 8th Palm, and 
ſeveral others. Bae fa in forgiving 
grace through the imputation of Chriſts 
righteouſneſs, is expreſs d in —_— 
otherwiſe, the inſpired apoſtle, Row, iv. 6. 
gives us a miſtaken interpretation of that 
_ paſſage, ſaying, Blefſed is the man to whont the 
Lord imputeth righteauſneſs without works, 
"A J preſume it is not doubted of amongſt 
that Chriſt was the foundation of 
David's faith, hope, and -confolation.z that 
the church, under the old teſtament diſpen- 
fation, as well as the new; that the ſaints 
then were acquainted with redeeming, juſti- 
fying, and ſaving grace, as new covenant 
bleſfings, through Chriſt the head of it, as 
dark-as their types, ſhadows, and prophefics 
were: theſe truths you have often heard 
__ and * _— d from this pulpit, 
and 
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diſcourſe all the day 1 
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and I truſt you ate eſtabliſſi d in the falk of: 
tis, doubtleſs, of Chriſt, who is the Lord our 
righteouſneſs and Rrength, the pſalmiſt ſpeaks 

in che 26th ver, of this Pſalm, wherein my 


text is; Ta 80 in the ſtrength of the Lord God, 
in the Heb. it is TMP *JIN the : Lord Jalouab, 
pointing to Chriſt, both in his office- cha. 


racter, and divine nature; I will male mentiom 


of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only, In the 
ſame ſtrain I take the words of our text; My 
lips Mal. greatly rejoice when J fing unto thee, 
and my foul, which thou haft redeemed. My 
tongue alſo ſhall talk of thy righteouſneſs all 
the day long; for they are confounded, for they 
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For what can open the lips in praiſe, and 
enlarge the ſoul in triumph like redeeming 
grace? What fo worthy of meditation and 


righteouſneſs By both which the "Mm 
enemies of the ſoul are for ever confounded 
and brought unto ſhame that ſeek his hurt, 
In this evangelical light did your late worthy | 
tor, and my very honour'd brother, view 
e words of my text, as you will ſoon be 


convinced, when I read you the following 


r with his IE 
before. 


(x0) 


before his death; , 1 hate Gr "ſeveral 
<< years had a mind for that word bat my 
< funeral, and am of the ſame mind till, 
3 Ixxi. 23, 24. The comforts L have 
« had from them, of redeeming grace; the 
<- perfection of Chriſt's . righteouſneſs, and 
<«, "pike deſtruction of all my ſpiritual enemies, 
my ſoul ſhall have an eternity to praiſe 
0 . for”.- Since then the ſpirit of God, 
who is the beſt interpreter of his own word, 
did thus open and ſeal theſe words on the 
heart of the deceaſed, whoſe ſoul has now 
begun an eternity to praiſe him for it, and 
ſince he left them with this view. for your 
edification at his funeral; T hope 15 Hall be 
ſufficiently juſtified if, I take them in this 
light alſo. In my text. then you have the 
three grand parts of our ſalvation; redemption, 
juſtification and victory; each and all of theſe 
demand the meditation of our hearts, the 
rejoicing ;,of our lips, the ſong of our ſouls, 
and the-difcourſe of our tongues, not onby a/l 
the day lung on earth. but all the days of 
eternity in heaven. Permit me, then, my. 
brethren and- friends, to take the plan of my 
diſcourſe from the pen, of your. e ene 
and — with me while I briefly open, the 


four - thing 8. © EY 
Here 1 2 the paper dated the Monday Night, he died 
the RY following. 
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Fi. The glories of redeeming grace. 
Secondly,” T he Fee of Chriſt $ right 


coin | 
7 hirdly, ow he influence theſe have i in the 


deſtruction of our ſpiritual enemies, _ 


2 Fyuurthiy, The triumphs of the ſoul, 
' which the members of the body bear a par 
1 in che delightful work « on this account...” 


Nit. Let our Les now talk we? our hae 
meditate à little on the glories of redeeming 
grace. This is a ſubject that well deſerves our 
ſerious. attention, ſince it has ſo immediate 
and intereſting a concern in our everlaſting 
ſalvation. © Redemption ſuppoſes captivity 
and: banks; to redeem and deliver from 
which, either price, or power, or both are 
aꝛbſolutely neceſſary. The fall and apoſtaſy 
of our natures in the firſt Adam, rendered 
the whole world guilty before God, ob- 
noxious to the curſe and condemnation of 
the richteous and holy law, ſlaves to Satan, 
and in bondage under ſin, and 1⁰ loſt and 
miſerable in themſelves for ever. Free and 
diſtinguiſhing love, pitched' on a choſen ſeed 
from everlaſting ; the purpoſes of the divine 
will were to bring many ſons and davighters 
70 Sly, the entrance of ſin ſeemed an ef- 
fectual 
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fectual bar to hinder their getting thither 3 


but the covenant of grace made between the 
glorious Three, Father, Son, and Spirit or- 
dered in all things, and fure, had effectually 
provided for to removal of this difficulty. 
| The: ele& were choſen in Chriſt as their 
bead, ſurety, mediator, and redeemmer; Ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him 2 " 
jo 4 of the world, &c. Epbeſ. i. 
Chriſt they were committed as his care oy 


3 their fins were laid upon him; 


charge 
l their ſalvation 
ſecured by him; the faith of the ſaints in all 
ages was directed to him z the ſacrifices and 


types were ſhadows of him; the prophets 
preached him; the blood of beaſts repre- 
ſented. him; the cherubim of glory, atk of 
the covenant, merey- ſeat, and the like, of 
which we. cannot now ſpeak particularly, 
had covenant-myſteries couched under them, 
And in the fulneſs of time God ſent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law ; that 
We might receive the adoption of ſons, Gal: iv. 
4, 5. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us, Gal, 
iii. 13. For what the law could not do, in that 
* was weak rod . the fleſh, God ſent bis 
071 


3 ** 
IM 
. 
4 © 
„ 
8 
8 — 
7 286; 
. 
95 


oh 


02671 Tin in the likendf of finful fleſh, and for 


Vn, condemned fin in the fleſh, &c. Rom. viii. 
3» 4. What could not the law do? Why, 


it could not juſtify and fave a ſinner; it is 
become weak, unable to anſwer this great 
end through our fleſh, through our tranſ- 
greſſion and apoſtaſy; it can condemn, but 
it cannot juſtify one that has broken it. 
Divine uſually ſpeak of redemption as two- 
fold, by price and by power; both are ne- 
ceſſary for the ſalvation of God's elect; the 
covenant made proviſion for both. 
I., The blood of Chriſt is the price of 
| redemption. We are not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as ſilver and gold — but with 
the blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb without ble- 
miſb, and without ſpot, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. The 
Lord laid heip upay one that is mighty, Pſalm, 
brxxix. 19. T have made a covenant with my 
choſen, ſays the father, I have ſworn unto 
David my ſervant, Pſalm, Ixxxix. 3. Once 
have I ſworn by my holineſs, that I will not 
lie unto David, ver. 35. 'This glorious prieſt 
was made with an oath, called the word of 
the oath, Heb. vii. 28. I have found a ran- 8 
ſom, ſays Jehovah the father, and therefore 
the elect are delivered. from going down to the 
Pit, Job XXX111, 24. The ſon of man gave 
C — 


(74) 


* life a ranſom for many, Vatt. xx. 28. 
The church is ſaid to be purchasd with the 
blood of God, AQs xx. 28, The divine na- 
ture drawing an infinite dignity upon the hu- 
man ſacrifice. Sin is of an infinite nature, ob- 
| jectively conſidered, as it is committed againſt 
an infinite God; none but an infinite perſon 
could make ſatisfaction: without edding 5 
blood there is no remiſſion, Heb. ix. 22. Deity 
could not die, humanity could not ſatisfy ; ; 
but God and man in one perſon could do 
both. The ſword of juſtice awoke againſt 
the ſhepherd, the man, God's fellow, Zach. xili, 
7. By him the law was ſatisfied, the curſe 
removed, juſtice greatly delighted, grace glo- 
riouſly exalted,' holineſs and faithfulneſs 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch of honour ; and, 
in. ſhort, all the divine perfections ſo 8 
and harmonized as to give their chearful 
votes (if I may ſo ſay) for the ſalvation of 
the ele&; or, in ſcripture-language, mercy 
and truth. are met together, righteouſneſs and 
peace have kiſſed each other, Pf. Ixxxv. 10. 
God is ut and the Juf fer of them that be. 
leue i in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. | 
But, 240), Almighty power is neceſſary for- 
the redemption of the church. It was not 
only neceſfary, that he who undertook to 
; red cem 
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redeem the church ſhould have ſomewhat 


to offer equivalent to the demand, that law 
and juſtice might be ſatisfied, and God re- 


* conciled to ſinners; but that ſinners alſo 
* ſhould be reconciled to God. The choſen 


are not only by nature children of wrath, 
even as others, and thereby ex poſed to eter- 
nal miſery; but they are enemies in their 
hearts, and in their lives, by wicked works ; 
they are willing flaves to fin and Satan : 15 
carnal mind in them, as well as the reſt, 
enmity againſt God; the ſervice of fin _ 
Satan has gained the full conſent of the will 
and affections in their ſouls as well as others: 
The ſinner is dead in treſpaſſts and ſins: the 
covenant has made proviſion for this alſo; 
the ſpirit engaged in the covenant, to call, 
, quicken, renew, and ſanctify the elect peo- 
ple of God. The redemption of the Son 
makes way for the application of the ſpirit. 
He makes willing in the day of his power. 
Faith i is of the operation of God; by him 
we believe on Chriſt to life ever laſting, and 
lay hold of the redemption that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. All this takes its riſe from that © love, 
e which (as Dr. Goodwin expreſſes it) had 
0 run under- ground from everlaſting, and 
breaks up into a man's heart in ee 


O 2 8 hey call- 


LW. 


1 f guilty, legal ſatisfaction 18 made, and he 
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« calling.” 'The exceeding greatneſs of al- 


mighty power breaks the curſed league be- 
tween the ſoul and ſin, and delivers him 
from captivity, to Satan, the God of this 


world; the ſpirit that works in the children 
of di ibedience, is it is expreſſed, Epbeſ. ii. 2. 


By grace are we ſaved, ſaved from the do- 
minion as well as the guilt of fin. Grace 


gives the ſoul ſpiritual eyes to behold its mi- 


ſery, and enables it to apply to the remedy. 
From hence then we ſee how well ordered 
the covenant is, and what ample proviſion 
is made for our guilty and helpleſs ſtate, in 
ſuch a way as that grace may have all the 
glory. But your time forbids enlargement; 
wherefore, 

Secondly, This leads us on to the next 
branch of ſalvation, juſtifying righteouſneſs, 
This is one of the glorious fruits of redem- 
ption; for we are juſtified freely by the grace 
of God, through the redemption that is in 


| Chrift Jeſus, Rom. iii. 24. Juſtification is a 


forenſick or law-term, and ſignifies, an ac- 
quittal, a diſcharge from ſome indictment or 


charge brought againſt a perſon in court; 


when upon trial the perſon is found not 
guilty of the crime charged upon him ; or, 
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; (7) 
is then pronounced righteous, and juſtified in 
a law-ſenſe, and ſo fully cleared and diſ- 
charged in open court. This is (if I miſtake 
not) the general idea of juſtification amongft 


men. To apply this to our purpoſe ; There 


is a charge brought by the law of God againſt 
the elect, as well as others; that they have 
rebelled againſt God their rightful ſovereign 
and liege-lord ; that they held confederacy 
with ſin and Satan his ſworn enemies; that 


they have defaced the image of God, and ſet 


up the image of the Devil in their hearts; 
that both their inclinations and doings are 
diametrically oppoſite to his commands and 
injunctions : In ſhort, that they ſay to the 
Almighty, Depart from us, we defire not the 
knowledge of thy ways. Is this a falſe charge? 
are the facts brought not true? is there no 


proof of them ? yes, proof ſufficient ; upon 
trial it appears, that the charge is juſt, every 


mouth is flopped, and the whole world become 
guilty before God ; upon this the law ſpares 
not to thunder out its anathema, Curſed 75 
every one that continues not in all things 


eoriften in the law to do them, Gal. iii. 10. 


But ſee what grace flows from the Sa- 
viour's lips; Lo] I come, ſays the kind re- 
deemer, on me be the guilt and the curſe : 
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He auas made a curſe for us, ſays the apoſtle, 
Gal. iii. 13. Vea, he is faid to be mad: 2 
for us; aſtoniſhing expreſſion | ! which could 
never have entered into the head or heart, or 


come out of the mouth of man or angel, 


had not God revealed it to us by his ſpirit, 
2 Cor. v. 21. Let the iniquities of the elect 
be laid on me, ſays the Saviour, I am 
able to bear them ; accordingly, the church, 
by the prophet, ſays, The Lord bath laid on 


bim the iniquity of us all : does the law com- 


plain, it is diſhonoured ? T will, ſays Chriſt, 
be ſurety for them, that it ſhall receive ſa- 


 tisfaction for this: As by one man's diſebe- 
dience many were made ſinners; ſo by the obe- 


dience of one ſhall many be ad: righteous, 
Rom. v. 19. The Lord is well pleaſed for his 
11 ghteouſneſs ſake ; he hath magnified the law 
and made it honourable, Tf. xlii. 21. 4 body 


( ſays Chriſt) thou ha/? prepared me, Heb. x. 


5. A. body and a {ſoul too, truly human : 
Chriſt was conceived and born after a mi- 
raculous manner; he did not deſcend from 
Adam after the diary courſe of generation, 
as all other men do, but was made of a W6- 
man, and is called the feed of the woman; ſo 
that he had no concern in Adam 8 guilt and 
Fenz Was without ſin N holy, „ harmleſs, 
„ 


(9) 


undefiled and ſeparate from formers; ; being 
that holy thing united to and called the Son 


= of God. The law never was, nor ever could 


be ſo honoured, as by the perfect obedi IENCE 
of the Son of God in our nature: He was 


not neceſſarily under the law, being in his 
higheſt nature the law-maker, and in the 
4 2 * no law- breaker, as he came not out 


of Adam's loyns. He was, ſays the apoſtle, 
made under the law, to redeem, &c. Gal. iv. 
4, 5. already quoted. He made peace through 
the blood of his croſs, by offering himſelf 


3 without ſpot to God; a debt of perfect obe- 


dience, and a debt of puniſhment for tranſ- 
greſſion, were required of us; Chriſt under- 
took both, and thereby freed his people 
from the condemnation to which they were 
expoſed for failing in both. On Chriſt's 
engagement in the covenant to become a 
ſurety, the law and juſtice of God turned 
their eyes from the elect upon him; the ex- 
pectations of both are fully anſwered by 
him. He died, the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
be might bring us to God. In him God be- 
1 | holds his people all fair; even as David, 
4. ſcribes the bleſſedneſs of the may ts whom 
| Ged imputes ri ghreouſneſs without works ; for 


5 it is of works, it is no more of grace, 
| — 


(290) 

otherwiſe work is no more work, Rom. xi. 6. 
The active and paſſive obedience of Chriſt, 
or what he did and what he ſuffered, enter 
Into the matter of our juſtifying righteouſneſs. 
He became obedrent to death, even the death 
of the. croſs : Tho' he was in the form of God, 
and thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God, yet he made himſelf of no reputati on, &c. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7. This righteouſneſs is reckoned, | 8 
accounted, imputed for righteouſneſs, as the is 
apoſtle largely proves, Rom. iv. And when 
the Spirit of God works faith in the heart of 
an elect veflel, he is then enabled to lay hold 
on this righteouſneſs for his juſtification, to 
look unto Jeſus that he may be ſaved, and 
hereby comes to have an open and legal 
claim to it. When the Holy Spirit, in pur- 
ſuance of covenant promiſes and ſettlements, 
V comes to work faith in the heart, che uſually 
firſt terrifies as a ſpirit of bondage, before 
he comforts as a ſpirit of adoption. He 
makes uſe of the law to rouſe the conſcience, 
alarm the ſoul, and bring it to deſpair of 
juſtification | by the deeds of it; the purity 
and fpirituality of the law, { in ballance 
againſt the impurity and carnality of the heart 
and life, confound the foul ; now his eyes 


AE open, and his heart diſcloſed; the divine 
©» holineſs 


= 
* 
5 


\ | 778 


( 2r } 

| holinefs ſtrikes kis mind 5 an awful ſo 

lemnity; incenſed juſtice, with its flaming 

Word, ſeems brandiſhed, ready to glut itſelf 

upon him; and weighty vengeance appears 

terrible, to euſh him into everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion: Now his own fig-leaf righteouſneſs, of 

> which he had before boaſted, falls off, and 

-} expoſes him naked to his ſhame and con- 

2 fuſion; he ſees in his heart nothing but guilt 

end pollution; and nothing his due but 

7 miſery and deſtruction; now he deprecates 

the divine tribunal, ſaying, F thou, Lord, 

Should} mark iniquities, O Lord ! who can 

Rand ? Pf. xxx. 3. Enter not into judgment 

cih thy ſervant, for in thy fi gor no Rab 

Iioing can be juſtified, Pi. exliii. 2. Adored 

be everlaſting love and free grace; the glori- 

. ous agent in the covenant does not here ſtop, 

but proceeds to raiſe upthe ſoul thus caſt down; 

he opens the treaſures of the goſpel, brings 

forth the beſt robe, the righteouſnes of Chriſt, 

puts it on upon the ſoul in application; and 

gives faith, to apprehend and lay hold of it for 

his juſtification: The glories of this rightes 

ouſneſs diſplayed to faith, fill the believer 

with holy wonder and joy ; here it ſees how 

a broken law is repaired ; an offended God 

reconciled; and the divine perfections harms« Rs 


11 Eo 
nized. Ol the glories that open themſelves 
ſometimes upon the ſoul thus taught of 
God ! how is he delighted, refreſhed, com- 
forted, and animated with holy zeal for the 
glory of God ; burning with love to him, 
and a concern to honour him. © Here, ſays 
the ſoul, I ſee a righteouſneſs that is equal 

to the law; a righteouſneſs that has brought 
more honour to God than my ſins have dix 
honour. Here my ſoul ſhall. reſt; to Jeſus 
Iwill look for pardon and nen ſurely 
will I ſay, as the church, Ja. Ixi. 10. I will 
greatly rejayce in the Lord, my foul ſhall be 
Joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with 
the robe -of righteouſneſs, &c.” When the 
fpirit of God, with light and evidence, thus 
ſhines in upon the ſoul, then come peace 
and joy in believing ; being juſtified by faul, 
we have peace with God through our Lord | 
Feſus Chriſt, by whom we have now received 
the atonement, Rom. v. 1, 11. Then the 
/ ſoul can glory that he has acceſs to God; 
now: he is juſtified in the court of his own 
conſcience; his heart is ſprinkled, from an 
evil conſcience, with the blood of Chriſt 
5 guilt flies away; . there is therefore no con- 
Aumnation to them. that, are in Chriſt Je ſus, 
Rom. viii. I. This renders Chriſt precious, 
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the covenant amiable, and God in all his 


ves perfections lovely in the eyes of the ſoul. O 
of 95 
what a glorious righteouſneſs is this! a righ- 
9085 teouſneſs that not only ſecures - from con- 
the demnation, but entitles to life. The believer 
un; . has boldneſs to enter into the bolieſt by the 
ays Blood of Chriſt; a new and living way is 


ual a opened through the vail, that is to ſay, his 


ght Feb; the ſpirit of adoption enables him to 
Jif- cry, Abba, Father; he now comes to God, 
ſus as his own God in Chriſt a God pardoning 
ely iniquity, tranſgreiſion, and fin ; the promiſes 
0100 of the covenant are now read by him with 
be a peculiar pleaſure and ſweetneſs; I will be 
vith merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, their ſais 
the and iniquities I will remember no more, Heb. 
hus , F . vii. 12. J. even I am he, that blotteth out thy 
ace 


tranſgregſions for my name's ſake, and will not 
ith, remember thy fins, Iſa. xliii. 25. Yea, the 
divine ſpirit enables the ſoul to ſee, that 


ved all the proviſions of ſanctifying, renewing, 
the and perſevering grace, belong to him; and 
od; the promiſes give kind encouragement to 
wn vwait and hope for the accom pliſhment of 
an them. That faith which is 9 the operation 
iſt; * of God, works by love; it purifies the heart; 
on- and by a ſteady looking unto Jeſus, the out 


x _ WP into him, and is confurmed | to 


_ *(-86) 
him. Bebolding, as in @ glaſs, the glory of 
the Lord, it is changed into the ſame image, 
_ From glory to glory, as by the Lord the Spi- 
rit, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Faith depends on the 
Redeemer's fullneſs that it might receive, 
and grace for grace ; in him the foul is com- 
pleat; and by him ſhall it be cleanſed more 
and more from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
ber fecting holineſs in the fear of God: In the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt the foul comes to 
the throne of grace now, and expects ac- 
ceptance at the throne of judgment. hereaf- 
ſiter; through this it hopes for every ſupply 

Vol its wants and humbly waits in the uſe | 
of means for perfection in every grace, vic- 
tory over every enemy, and, finally, glorifi- 

cation with Chriſt in heaven: Nor do theſe 
expectations, dependencies, and waitings, 

encourage indolence, carnality, and fenſua- 
lity; no, having theſe promiſes, the ſoul is 
concerned, that he might be cleanſed more 

and more from all impurity, 2 Cer. vii. 1. 

The Love of Chriſt conſtraining him, the 
grace of the covenant put within him, - the 

* aſſiſtance of the ſpirit afforded him; Vall 

powerfully unite to b. holy in heart 
and life ; holy, becauſe God is holy; holy, 

8 becauſe it is his meetneſs for the enjoyment 

of 


1887) 
of God; yea, a conſiderable part of his hap- - 
pineſs here, and a preparation for the full 
enjoyment of it above; communion with 
God here will make the ſoul like him, and 
fill the heart with warm deſires to glorify 
him both in body and ſpirit, which are his; 
Fur, ſays the apoſtle, ye are not your own, for 
ye are bought with a Price; wherefore glorify 
God in pour body and in your ſpirit, which 
are God's, 1 Cor. vi. 20. I now come, 


T! dh, 1 To confidir tin influence, the re- 
demption, and righteouſneſs of Chriſt,” have 
on the deſtruction of our ſpiritual enemies: 
for they are confounded, for they are brought. 
unto ſhame that ſeek my hurt. "Tis eaſy to 
obſerve, after what has been already hinted; 
concerning the guilt and depravity of -6ur 

nature, the condemnation and curſe of the 
| law, the dominion of fin and Satan, that all 
theſe are enemies in the way of our falva- 
tion; they ſeek our hurt, that is, they ſtand 
between God and our ſouls, and would in 
their own nature for ever hinder good things: 
from coming unto us, and hinder us from 
the enjoyment of God. Fs: I eo to 
e here. | 


1. The 


| ” LI] 
1. The guilt and pollution of fin juſtly 
forbid our approach to a holy and perfect 
God. He is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, Hab. i. 13. the threatening runs, the 
foul that fins ſhall die; the unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. g. 7) 
God is angry with the wicked every day, Plal. _ 
vii. 11. They which commit ſuch things (as 
the law forbids) are worthy F death, Rom. 
i. 32. The wrath of God is revealed againſt 
all ungodls neſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, 
Rom. i. 18. There is no peace ſaith my God 
fo the wicked, Ita. lvii. 21. No unclean 
thing ſhall enter the gates of the new Jeru- 
falem. Theſe, and the like, ſhow the im- 
poſſibility there is for a guilty polluted foul 
to enjoy God. b 
2. The law, as to the curſe and condem- 5 
nation of it, is a mighty enemy to our ſal- - 
vation ; and while a mar lies under theſe, it 
18 impoſſible he ſhould: be ſaved. The law 
is indeed holy, the commandment holy, juſt, 
and good; but yet the fall has rendered it 
an enemy to us; and that ſeeks our hurt, be- 
cauſe we cannot come up to what it re- 
quires, nor will it abate in the leaſt of its 
F demands. It is a fatal deluſion (by which J | 


fear many are flattered to- their ternal ruin) to 
ſuppoſe, 
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M ſuppoſe, that, becauſe we have loſt our power 
A and will to obey, the law of God has loſt 

be its force and. energy to command 3X men 

ll have invented a new and remedial law, as 

J. they call it, by which they teach, that God - 
J. will accept of ſincere though imperfect Obe- 

8 dience, in the ſtead of a perfect and com- 

l. pleat one. But, my friends, I hope you have 
7 not ſo learned Chriſt: I am ſure you were 
z, never ſo taught by your late paſtor ; nor is 

1 there the leaſt foundation in the word of 

* God for ſuch an opinion. The perfect 

- law of God ſhews no mercy, will make no 

5 abatement or allowance for our ſinful i ina- 

"h bility. x The law ſtops every mouth; 


language is, The foul that ſins ſhall die. 1 50 
L truſt, many of your experiences can witneſs 
1 + to the truth of it. The law takes a convin- 
ced ſinner by the throat, faying, pay what - 
thou oweſt, pay to the utmoſt farthing, or 
away to priſon : it was a full conviction of 
this on your conſciences, in the hand of the 
ſpirit, that drove you. to Chriſt and his perfect 

righteouſneſs, as your only remedy, or elſe 
you had never gone to him; for a man will 
never come to Chriſt till all other refuges 
fail; this is his laſt, though his beſt and only 
ſhift: But this new law-ſcheme is invented 


(28) 
to ſet Chriſt in his ſuretiſhip, obedience, and. 
ſufferings afide, that you might be tempted 
to fubſtitute your own filthy rags (as the 
beſt-of our righteouſneſs is) in the room of 
Chriſt's perfect robe. The apoſtle Paul was 
as good a workmonger before his converſion, 
a8 any of you all, and did as many good 
works in his own opinion, and was as ſin- 
cere in what he did as any man living. He 
was alive without the late, and thought him- 
Telf fafe for eternal life; but hen the com- 
mandment came in it's ſpirituality and per- 
fection on his conſcience, {nm revived, and 
he died; he likewiſe found that lam which 
was ordained to bi fe, by which, if a man 
does it, he ſhall live in it. He found, I ſay, 
this law to be unto death; fm, ſays he, . 
taking occafion by the cane Abs wrought __ J 
in me, all manner of concupiſcence, and de- | 
telved me, and by it flew me : inſtead wu 
ing him an additional ground of hope, it 
flewthe hope he had; inſtead of yielding him 
peace, it provoked fin and luſt; for I had 
not known Inſt, ſays he, except the law had 
aid, Thou ſhalt not covet : doubtleſs he had 
read that command, as well as the reſt; man 
à time; and thought in the ſenſe of the young 
man in the Solpel, he — kept it from bis 
92 youth 
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(29) 
youth uß, carrying his view of it no farther 
than an external obſervance of its injunctions; 
but now being led into its. ſpirituality and 
extent, the luſt of his heart is thereby drawn 
forth, and riſes up in oppoſition to it ; as you 
may ſee at large, by carefully conſulting the 
7th chapter of his epiſtle to the Romans. The 
law working in the conſcience of an unre- 
generate finner, is like a dam that oppoſes a 
torrent of waters, which makes them ſwell 
and riſe, and, if poſſible, break over or 
through the reſtraint, and run, with the 
greater rapidity. Thus have many others 
found in their experience, 'till they became 
dead to the law by the body of Chrift, and 
'* married to another, even to him who ts raiſed 
rom the. dead, that they m gh bring forth 
fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. 

3. Sin and Satan are enemies to the ſoul 
that ſeek his hurt. Sin, not only in the 
guilt of it, but alſo in the power and domi- 
nion it exerciſes. over the ſoul ; what Jellow- 
Hip hath God with Belial? mnhae commumon 
"3 bath light with darkneſs? God is light, and 
in him is no darkneſs at all; man is darkneſs 
(ye were ſometimes darkneſs, Ephel. v. 8.) 
and in him is no ſpiritual light at all. It is 
not Fe * there can be delightful com- 
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munion and enjoyment between a polluted 
ſinner, and a holy God: For, if we ſay we 
have fellowſhip with him and walk in darkneſs, 
we lie, and do not the truth, 1 John i. 6. 
This has been ſufficiently hinted already. 

Satan is called the god of this world, the bi- 
it that rules in the children of diſobedience. 
"He is the executioner of God's wrath upon 
finners, -both here and hereafter, in firſt 
tempting them to fin, and then inflicting 
puniſhinent on them for ever, for it. He is 
ſaid to have the power of death, Heb. ii. 14. 
And yet unregenerate ſinners are his willing 
ſubjects, they are taken captive by him at his 
oil, 2 Tim. ii. 26. They are his vaſſals, 

and with chearfulneſs devote themſelves to 
his ſervice; not indeed that they give up 
themſelves in a formal way to be his ſer- 
vants; few arrive to ſuch an height of wick- 
edneſs and hardneſs in ſinning as this. But 
the pleaſures of ſin, which Satan tempts to 
the commiſſion of, delight and pleaſe the 
ſoul; and the cunning adverſary the Devil 
knows how to lay his baits to their taſte, 

and thereby ſerve his own ends of them, 

in their willing and chearful ſubjection to 
the liſis of the fleſh, the lufts of the eye, and 


The - ado of th fee Hrs ha ye are (ſays 
the 


(31) 


the apoſtle) whom ye obey, whether of fin unte 


death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs, Rom. 
vi. 16. Hence ſinners are called the children 
of diſobedience, and to be in the kingdom of 
Satan, and the like: Now from all theſe 
enemies, the redemption and righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt deliver his people. By him be- 
lievers are redeemed from the guilt and 


pollution of fin; they are waſhed from their 
fins in his own blood, Rev. i. 5. By him 
all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
Sc. Act. xiii. 39. The blood of Feſus Chrif 
his ſon cleanſeth us from all fm, 1 John 


i. 7. Through him remiſſion of fin is ob- 


tained, and an inheritance amongſt them 


that are ſanctified. He has ſpoiled principali- 


tres and powers, and made a ſhow of them openly 
on his croſs, Col. ii. 14, 15. He has deſtroyed 


him that had zhe power of aeath, that is, the 
devil, and delivers them, who, through fear of 
 geath, were all their life-time ſubjeft to bon- 


dage, Heb. ii. 14, 15. and for. this purpoſe 


' was the Son of God manifeſt, that he might 


deſtroy the works of the Devil, 1 John iii. 8. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


believers are delivered from the love of fin, 


and from this preſent evil world. h gave 


taumſelf for us, ſays the apoſtle, that he night 
deliver us from this preſent evil world, Gal. 
| | E 2 : * 


(32) 


i. 4. He died to purify to himſelf a peculiar 
people zealous of good works, Titus 11. 14. 
And though the world is full of ſnares, 
which are enemies to God's people, and 
ſeek their hurt; yet be of good chear, ſays 
, Chriſt, I have overcome the world, John xvi. 
33- Though Satan is a rearing lion going 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, Chriſt 
is the lion of the tribe of Judah, who ſecures 
his own from his rapacious jaws; having 
loved his own, he loves them to the end. 
His ſheep are ſafe in his hand, he gives unto 


them eternal life, they ſhall never periſh, nei- 


ther ſhall any pluck them out of his hand, John 
x. 28. He that has begun the good work in 
them, will perfect it to the day of the Lord ; 
and he will never leave them nor forſake 
them, till he has performed what he has pur- 
poſed, and fulfilled in them all the good plea- 
ſure of his will, and the work of faith, with 


power. They ſhall be built up into Chriſt, 
as their head, and by him be poliſhed, re- 


fined, and perfected, 'till they come to a per- 


fect man in Chriſt, and be preſented before 


the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy, 


not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 


thing. Chriſt will ſay of them, Behold, I and 
the children which God hath given me. 


Hence then there is ground for the ſoul to 


triumph 
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triumph in Chriſt; yea, the body too, juſtly 


bears a part in the praiſe, which is the 


Fourth thing to be ſpoken unto. Well 


might the lips of the Pſalmift greatly rejoice, 
and his ſoul fing becauſe of this redemption 


yea, his tongue alſo talk of the righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt all the day long; ſince hereby he 


was fully ſecured from all the miſchief and 
hurt his enemies intended him. A redeemed 
and juſtified ſoul, under divine and powerful 
influence, cannot but praiſe the Lord ; his 
lips and tongue will dwell upon the delight. 
ful theme ; he cannot forget it, much leſs 
ſpeak light of it ; no, he will call upon his 
ſoul and all that is within him, to bleſs the 
name of his God. The bodies of the unre- 
generate are inſtruments of ſin ; but when 
grace has reach'd the heart, it will ſet the 


- inſtruments of the body on a quite different 


work. As ye have yielded your members ſer- 
vants — unto iniquity: even ſo now yield 
your members ſervants to righteouſneſs unto 


| holineſs, Rom. vi. 19. This was the bleſſed 


experience and frame of your dear paſtor 


lately deceaſed. He could not help uttering 
with his lips what his heart felt. You have 


often been witneſſes that grace dwelt upon 


( 34 ) 
his lips; out of the abundance of his heart 
his mouth ſpake to the. praiſe of redeeming, 
juſtifying and victorious grace; nor could his 
enlarged ſoul be fully ſatisfied, till it awoke 
with the divine /kene/ſs more perfect; and 
therefore I am deſired to add the laſt clauſe 
in the 17th Pſalm, I ſhall be ſatisfied when I 
awake with thy likeneſs, Now his ſoul is 
alive indeed, now he is fatisfied, becauſe he 
is got to the fountain head, free from all 
clouds and clogs, darkneſs and imperfection 
of every kind, and will be employ'd in the 
delightful work for ever and ever. And let 
me add, in the glorious morning of the 
reſurrection, his glorified lips and tongue will 
bear a glorious and eternal part in the ſame 
work; for Chriſt ſhall change our vile 
bodies, and faſhion them like unto his glorious 
body, &c. Phil. iii. 21. Nor is it his happy 
lot alone, but the bleſſed portion of all the 
ſaints. What a numerous andagioriousthrong, 
think you, will he general afſembly and 
church of the firj;-born be, ſhouting fort 
new. covenant-grace? May the Lord grant, 
that you and I may make up a part of that 
heavenly number, and be brought fafe thro' 
the difficultics, temptations, and trials of life, 


till we come unto mount Zion, the city of our 
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God, the heaventy Feruſalem, to an innume. 


rable company of angels---to Teſus, * medi- 


ator of the new covenant, &c. 


T hus I have briefly touched on each of 


the things propoſed ; they, each and all, de- 


. ſerve greater enlargement ; but your time 


will not allow it. I now come to make 
ſome improvement of the ſubject and pro- 
vidence. And, 

1. Hence we ſee the ſpring of all true 
conſolation ; it takes its riſe from the cove- 
nant of grace, and ſtreams down to us 
through a redeemer's blood. This your late 
honoured paſtor knew, and therefore not 
only made theſe glorious truths the ſubjects 
of his miniſtry while living; but left you my 
text, to ſtir up your pure minds by way of 


remembrance now he is dead. It is, doubt- 
leſs, expected, both by the church, and au- 


ditory now gathered together, that I ſhould 
give ſome account of the life and death of 


that precious ſervant of Chriſt, who labour- 
ed in the word and doctrine here. I con- 


feſs I am not fond of funeral-encomiums on 
the dead, ſince they are often ſuſpected of 
flattery - and have e uſed to 
no better purpoſe, than fas one expreſſes it) 


offering 


(38) 
offer ing incenſe to the dead, and laying a 


ſnare for the living. However, in the at- 


tempt I now make, I truſt I ſhall have a 
witneſs in the conſciences of many, that I 


ayoid any juſt imputation of this kind. I 


ſhall not be afraid nor aſhamed to fay, that 


the Reverend Mr. Bentley was a faithful, 
zealous, and laborious miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 


- nouriſhed up in the words of faith and found. 
doctrine. He had no contemptible ſhare of 


good natural parts; and however they might 
have been cultivated and improved, had he 
been indulged with a liberal education ; yet 
the large meaſure of gifts and grace, with 
which he was furniſhed from above, greatly 
ſupplied a deficiency of this kind. He had 
an unction from the Holy One above many. 
His zealous and ſteady attachment to the 
truths of divine revelation, is worthy our 
imitation, The diſtinguiſhing glories - of 
the goſpel-ſcheme were the delight of his 
heart. He had himſelf drank deep into the 
pure fountain of life, clear as cryſtal, that 


ſtreams from the throne of God and the Lamb; 


nor did he foul theſe waters of the ſanctuary 


with his feet. He had waded into the deep 
things of God, and was favoured with ſolid 
judgment in the myſteries of the covenant. 
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The everlaſting love of God, the choice f 
the elect in Chriſt, the redemption of the 
church by his blood, the juſtification of their 
perſons 1 in the beloved, effectual calling g, fav 
ing faith, evangelical repentance, holineſs in 
heart and life, as the fruits of faving faith 


and evidences of it, and the perfeverance of 


the ſaints to the end; theſe (chiefly) were 


the precious ſubjects of his miniſtry ; and 
in handling of them, he appreved himfelf to 
your conſciences in the fight of God to be 4 
workman that needed not to be aſhamed, ri Eber 
ly dividing the wword of truth, and giving 
honour to each of the divine perſons in the 
Trinity, as the author alone and Alvation . 
to the choſen. | 
Reflect, my friends, how you hearts heve 
turned within you, while he has been opening 
the Scriptures in their glory; how he fed 


- fome of you with the /incere milk of the word, 


as babes in Cbriſt, that you might grow there= 


by; others with Hrong nicat, as young men 


and Fathers. His preaching to many of you, 


was in demonſtration of the ſpirit and power x 
though you might have had ter thouſand ins 


Etructors in Chriſt, yet had you not many 
Fathers; for in Chrift Jeſus he was the in- 


Krument of begetting you through the go- 
F ipeL 


638) s 
ſpel. And he was as remarkable for edifi- 
cation as converſion: he had an aptneſs to 
teach above many. He was a good houſhold- 
er, who brought out of goſpel-treaſures things 
net and old: He had great light into Old 
[Teſtament types and ſhadows; and knew 
how to apply them to New Teſtament truths 
and ſubſtance. As Chriſt is the life of the 
goſpel, fo he was the life of his preaching; 
and as he loved Chriſt himſelf, fo he aimed 
to ſet forth his glory, that others might love 
him too. 

As to his converſation, you are witneſſes, 
and God alſo, how holy, and zuftly, and 
unblameably, he behaved himſelf amongſt 
you that believe. Many years have you been 
indulged, not only with his publick mini- 
ſtrations, but private inſtructions : He was 
a burning and ſhining light ; though for ſe- 
veral years its rays have been chiefly con- 
fined to you; but ſince their influence have 
been more diffuſive, many others beſides your- 
ſelves have rejoyced in his light, The ſhort 
acquaintance I have had with him, rendered 
nim peculiarly dear to me; becauſe an ex- 
cellent ſpirit was found in him, His con- 
verſation was with a /implicity and godly. ſin- 
cerity, rare to be met with in this our dege- 
Nnerate 
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nerate day. He has often lamented to me, 


the waverings and ſhiftings, both in preach- 


ing and converſation, for which our day is 


fadly remarkable; and where he found any 


of his friends ſwervin 8 from the truth, was 
faithful and zealous in reproving; though 
ſometimes with no ſmall reflection on him- 
ſelf for his pains. His fervour, both in 

praying and preaching, was often aſtoniſhing 
and refreſhing ; in the one he ſeemed fami- 


| lar with God, in the other with the fouls 


of men. He had a peculiar aptitude in en- 
tering into the experiences of men; and 
knew. how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to 
him that is weary, How often have your 
doubts been ſolved, your objections anſwer- 
ed, your joys excited, your hearts melted, 
and your fouls comforted, through his In- 
ſtrumentality ? I may appeal to many here, 
that I have not ſtretch d beyond ſtrict Truth 


in theſe things: but I believe thoſe who were 


beſt acquainted with his preaching and con- 


verſation, will think I have fallen very ſhort 


in my account. But, to draw towards the 
cloſe of his Life. 
As valuable and uſeful as this ſervant of 2 


Chriſt was, his abode with us muſt be no 


. his work is done, he is gone to reſt; 
„ and 
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and che places, the pulpits, the houſes, that 
once knew him, ſhall know. hum no more 
for ever, It was the pleaſure of the Lord 
to afflict him with a painful and lingering 
diſorder of body, which baffled the {kill 
of the moſt able phyſicians, When means 


failed here at London, it was judged proper 


that he ſhould go to Bath, hoping the wa- 
ters there might be bleſſed with a heating 
virtue. Prayer was made without ceaſing of 
the church unto God for him; and ſeveral 
of his brethren in the miniſtry, to whom he 
was dear, chearfully aſſiſted again and again 
in ſupplicating his recovery. But alas ! nei- 


bdter means nor prayers could keep him 
entring into the joy of his Lord: And as We 
has honoured Chriſt in life, Chriſt would 


now honour him in death, He was peculi- 
arly favour d with the divine preſence all his 
illneſs ; not a cloud, as I could learn, wag 
ſuffered to. interpoſe between him and his: 
Gad, His heart and tongue were full of 


precious promiſes ; ; ſavoury expreſſions con- 


pally dropped from his lips; all ſignify= 
ing, that the lame goſj pel-truths he lived by, 

he could with. cheartulneſs die by. In the 
Letters he ſent to you (as a church) from 
Bath, he manifeſts the tenderneſs of a loving. 


and 
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and faithful ſhepherd over his flock; and 
the comforts of a believer and a chriſtian. I 


have not room to recite theſe; you, as a 
church, have heard them already. His 


prayers were for you with many tears, that 
you might be eſtabliſhed' and comforted in 
the glorious truths of the goſpel you have 
been taught: to that end, he tells you his 


He breaks out, in one of his Letters, * O0 
«bleſſed: Jeſus! what! die for me] in him 


(, have a garment both to cover and adorn 


«me: this is the fountain I waſh daily i in 
4 by faith: the ſpirit opens theſe things to 

% my ſoul, and J find joy and peace in be- 
« lieving?” Theſe comforts (he tells you) 
are not en from the new-fangled doc- 


trines of the day; but from the good old 


doct ine 


our forefathers witneſſed unto, and 


vere not aſhamed to glory in even unto 


death; © and I hope (fays he) T ſhall — 


MF death, and to all eternity glory in.” 


goes on, © Sad for ſouls, to think of 
< to.heaven without Chriſt, I know him to 
© be the way, and the only way too; and 
J like this way well, and will caſt my ſoul 


g — hers for a, O, 8 grace ! 
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« O, redeeming love! * And thus he goes 


on, like one on the borders of glory, or as 


if he had one foot in heaven already. But 


I muſt not enlarge further; I fear I have 


weſpaſſed upon your time and 8 * 
67. However; permit me, in the 


24 place, to addreſs myſelf ta. you 28 * 
chord: of Chriſt. Remember him that had 


e the ruls over you 3 who has ſpoken un- 

e you the word of God; whoſe faith follow, 
confidering tlie end of his cunverſation: Re- 
membex-his ſtedfaſtneſs in the faith; his ho- 
Uneſs in life: Remember his heavenly doc- 


wine, and his upright walk and converſation; 


end let it be your concern, to fofleow thaſe 
whe through faith and patience inberit the 

promiſes, - Stand faſt in the faith, quit you 
Hike men, be ſtrong, I truſt, you have been 
enabled to dr ink too deep into the glorious 


fountain of goſpel- gr ace, to be eaſily moved 


away from the hope of it. We live in wa- 
vering times. The Lord keep you, and I 


ſteady. Keep cloſe to God and one another 
in love ; be fervent and frequent in prayer 


together and apart; maintain the watch and 

1 * * We z and, I mm your 
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viate your grief, he is gone to Jeſus, Which 


8} <7 
preat head, Zzon's King, will, in his own 
time, qualify and ſend amongſt you, a paſtor 
after his own heart, that ſhall feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding, 


4s to you, his dear mourning relict, Lam 
ſienſibly affected with your caſe. I would 


not open the fluices of *forrow wider than 


they are; but if the Lord will, would gladly 
cloſe them. Shall J fay to you, as our Lord 


did to the widow at Nain, Luke vil. 12 13. 
weeß not, I know that nature muſt have a 
vent; tears will be allowed by dur Lord 
himſelf (for Jeſus wept) while the heart is 


reſigned to his will. Vea, had Jeſus himſelf 
been at the grave of your dear huſband, he 
might have wept over him, as he did over 


Lazarus, for he is one whom he loved and 
loves for ever. May the comforts of the co- 
venant which your dear yoke-fellow- has ſo 
- often opened to you, be no- freſh ſprings 
of joy and conſolation to your ſoul. Your 


loſs indeed is great; you have loft the part- 
ner -of your: life, who ſhared with you in 
comforts and croſſes ; you have loſt his ten- 


der affections, his fervent prayers, his evan- 


and ſhining example: but this ſhould: alle. 


is 
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is Jar better ; and ſhall we envy the ſaints, 


who are in the boſom of our Lord? Chriſt, 
your huſband, lives for ever; and becauſe 7 


tive (fays he) ſhall ye live alſo. May. the 


Lord comfort your heart, and be your guide, 
even unto death, and your portion for ever. 
To you, his dear offspring, let me ſay, the 
chriſtian character of your honoured father 
is worthy your imitation. I truſt, through 
grace, you will be enabled to feck after 
the Goll of your father. Remember, if ever 
you expect to ſee his face with comfort in 
the great day of the Lord, you ſhould now 
be concerned for an experience of his grace, 
and to follow his example; you have been 
ſolemnly devoted to the Lord by your godly 
parent; I hope you are intereſted in that 
covenant, wherein God has promiſed, to be 
a God to his people, and their ſeed. The 
promiſes, I doubt not, have been often 
pleaded for you, may they be often pleaded 


by you, and evidently fulfilled in and to 


you, that you alſo may live for ever with 
Shall. I ſay to this aſſembly, Mark the per- 


a» man, and behold the upright man, for the 


en of that man is peace. Even wicked Ba. 


lean. defired. to die bu death of the righteous, 
| that 


R 

that his laſt end may be like his, Num. xxiii 
10. May you and I be concerned to tes 
the life of the righteous ; live by faith on 
the Son of God, as the Lord our righteouſ- 
neſs, and be wrought up to a conformity to 
God, and a meetneſs for the enjoyment of 
him. You that have attended on the mi- 
niſtry of the word in this place, call to 
mind the warnings he gave to finners ; how 
he ſet forth the miſery of a chriſtleſs and 
unregenerate ſtate, and tremble to think, leſt 
the word riſe up in judgment againſt you, 
and that ſervant of God who preached it, 
ſhould be a witneſs againſt your unbe- 
lief and png in the HEY of 
account, | 1 4 | 


— 


err, 


(46). 


1 


LETTER 2 


4 Ter Ty the Shen. 


Barn, April, 10, 751. 


Dear Brethren and 87 ifters, 5 
Wiſh you grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus | 
Crit, and from the ſeven Ic Pris before the 
throne. . f 
424 believe your N to God are e many | 
0 for me, and your love great towards me; 
All which I thank you for: I am now in 5 
ſtrange place, abſent from you all, whom I 
love in the Lord: I think of you, and talk 
of you, and with many tears. pray for you; 
that our Lord Jeſus Chrift' would fill your 
© fouls, and comfort and eſtabliſh you in the 
great and important doctrines of the ever- 
bleſſed goſpel, ſo much deſpiſed by multi- 
tudes in this day; you have not been moved 
from them, nor, I. hope, never will: let 
men deſpiſe them, ar . call them by what 
| names they will, you have, and do find 
| * them, the power of God, unto your ſalva- 
. hold them faſt ; ** day is dark, and 
= | be Te 
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4 will be darker ſtill: the everlaſting love bf 


God to his choſen in Chriſt, and their full 


portion of grace and glory given them in 


him, and union to him, and ſecurity of their 
ſalvation by him, are the things of the ſpi- 
rit's revealing unto us; my ſoul and yours, 
have, under the miniſtry of them, been a- 


bundantly comforted and delighted: this 


grace, in the exaltation of all the perſons in 


the Godhead, I hope, has been my ſtudy 


and delight; and according to the meaſure 
of the giſt of Chriſt, I have made it known. 
I wiſh my abilities had been abundantly 
larger, to honour Chriſt in his mini 


of grace; Keep together, and let not your 
places be empty on the Lord's-day. I doubt 
not, but yu are often in ſpirit with me at 


Bab, and could be glad to know how it is 


8 h me, in body and ſoul; under this diſh 


9 


Kation; as far as my ſtrength will admit 
you ſhall. know, in all reſpects: as to my 
body, it is weak and ſkeleton-like, I look 
ghaſtly enough; but bad as it looks, it is che 


temple of the Holy h; and he n Wr 


it now if it pleaſes him; if not, when it is 


difolved. and brought down by death; and 
worms feet upon it (though at preſent there 
ds not mpeb: for them) it thall be raiſed ant 
Bit TT . 2 . 


* 3 = . 
% FR, } 


EI 


e peautified; Corruption fhall put on Ar- 
ruptiun, and mortal ſball put en immortality: 
10 look at myſelf, I hardly know myſelf; 
hut, oh, bleſſed day! when this wile budy, that 
Fin has made fo, and has been the inſtru- 
ment of in, ſhall be faſhioned and made like 
ate Chrift's glorious body : I long for it, but 
muſt wait the time for the redemprion of the 
may; it ſhall then be employed wholly in 
-- ithe ſervice of God and Chriſt; no ſickneſs 
nor pain more; the exceeding and eternal 
wagt of glory all h ad nm as to 
umy ſoul or ſpirit, or what is the preſent diſ- 
Poſition of my mind, I will give at you: as 
10 my ſoul, I am not to ſeek for what God 
bath to do for me, or wrought in me, that 
Az of ſomeye ars ſtanding, from the early part 
of my life. I have had my dark and diſ- 
teeſſing times this way, like the faimts of 
old, and the preſent ones, and have ſaid, 


by art thou-caft down, O any foul, &c. but 
= _ » Theſe weeping and diſcouraging times have 
1 | Y blown over, and, I could ſay, Bleſs:the Lord, 
D aul, and can fay ſo now, and call upon 
riverb all mine iniquities; and, oh! how WM - 


=. MN many and great are they, for number like the 

= | Kinds upon the ſea-ſhore ; ; and for greatneſs, 
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like mountains; but ſuch a God is our God 
to pardon and blot out all fins and iniqui- 
ties; and he hath healed me of all my ſpiri- 
tual diſeaſes, that there is no charge in law 

or juſtice can fix or faſten upon me; yen, 
and all conſcience-guilt muſt and doth give 
Way, and is carried off from diſtreſſing my 
ſoul; all this is by blood, the blood of 
Chriſt; here, here I ſee my freedom and 
diſcharge : © bleſſed Jefus ! what! die for 
mel in him I have both a garment to cover 
me and adorn me, and this is the fountain 
I waſh daily in by faith: the ſpirit apeneth 
_ theſe things to my ſoul, and I find joy and 
peace in believing ; Satan ſtands off, Death's 
ghaſtly face is made pleaſant, and the grave 


| a perfumed bed. O that my Father would | 
let it thus continue unto the end! The 


- breaſts through which I am-now nouriſhed, | 
and fed, and comforted, are, what? nat the 


 . new-fangled doctrines, of the day, but the 
good old doctrines, that our fore-fathers bore 
Witneſs unto, and were not aſhamed of, even - 


unto death; and I hope I ſhall, to death 
and to all eternity, glory in. Oh! ſad for 
ſouls, to think of getting to heaven witho 2 
Chriſt; I know him to be the way, and the 
"NOR. too; and L like this way well, and 


will 


(50 ) 
will caſt my ſpul Bere for eternity. Oh 
everlaſting grace ! oh Tedeeming love! oh 


for-more of the great applier of all this, to 


comfort, refreſh, - and carry me through, 
what J am yet to paſs through, of pain, and 
ſickneſs, and death: thus, in brief, as to the 
preſent frame of my ſoul ; if you would have 
my thoughts, as to the preſent diſpenſation 


of God upon me, and my family, and you 
the church of Chriſt, J know it is dark and 


afflictive; I cannot ſay much of this at pre- 
ſent; as to the proſpects of getting over this 
painful and fick diforder, I fee none at pre- 
ſent; what ſudden appearances may ariſe for 


my help are at the Lord's command ; and if 
he ſends his word, I ſhall be healed. I am 


in his hand ;. there is a time to plant and a 


time to pluck up; but if my work is not 


yet done, dark as things are, I ſhall go forth 
again in his ſervice, to Gnith what he has al- 
lotted for me; I often think how- my 


thoughts were guided to the laſt text I 


ſpake to you from John xiv. 19. and have 
been ready to think as I then ſaid, fo it will 
be; but Chriſt lives to take care of my 


family, and to help, ſupport, and comfort 


chem; and he lives as the great head of the 


church, to raiſe * * ſend e you, 


one 
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one that ſhall feed you with wiſdom and 


knowledge; we under-ſhepherds are dying 
creatures, but the great ſhepherd is ever the 
fame : ſo, that under this providence, put all 
things together, his ways to me are in the 
deep, and his path in the mighty waters. Sub- 


miſſion to his will, is, what, J hope, he will 


help you as a church of Chriſt unto; O 
bleſs his name, that I find mine bowed to 
his will and pleaſure; let it be as ſeemeth 


| good in his ſight :_I think nothing troubles 
me ſo much as this, that I ſhould be called 
to die here; I have indeed found a chriſtian 


friend or two, but they are but few in this 
place by all accounts. If I find no relief, I 
ſhould long to make my end amongſt my 
brethren and fiſters, and companions in 
Chriſt : however, ſome weeks will deter- 
mine this matter, and my ſtay here ; ſuch a 


journey as I had was enough to make a well 


man ſick ; and I do not wonder at it, if the 


exerciſe and ſhaking of the journey, for the 


| preſent, may make me ſomewhat the worſe. 


Thus, my brethren and fiſters, I have ſent 
you this epiſtle of my love; let me be con- 


tinually upon your hearts before the Lord; 


remember me, and my wife, and mine; 1 


think of you continually, you are in my 


mind 


| T3) 
mind day and night; I frequently dam, 


that I am with you and amongſt you; the 
Lord fall you with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving; if I ſhould ſee you in the fleſh no 
more, I ſhall ſee you in that day, when 
Chriſt ſhall-gather his together, his ſervants 
and their flocks ;. you are my crown of re- 
forcing now, and will be then. I have done. 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
99 5 all. _— Amen. 


Your dear. brother, 
r Miction, for Grif, 
W. Bnrrkr. 
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LETTER II. 


A Letter to the CHURCH. 


BAT RH, April 17, 1751. 
* dear Brethren, and Sifters, and Chil- 


dren in the Lord; Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace be with you all. 


N NY fathers you have not; ſome of 

you were begotten by one, and ſome 
by others; ſome of you are mine in the 
Lord, and to others I have been made uſeful 
to feed, nourith, build up, and eſtabliſh on 
your moſt holy faith. O, fand faſt in one 
iſpirit, ftriving for the faith of the goſpel, 
holding the myſtery of God, and of the Fa- 
ther, and of Chrift ; I cannot, nor ever may 


more preach to you from the pulpit ; but I 
| would, by my pen, ſo long as I can write, 


put you in remembrance, and fir you up, as 
the apoſtle Peter ſpeaketh, 2 Pet. i. 14. 


Fnowing that ſhortly I muſt put off my taber- 
nacli, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 


feed me. Moreover, I would endeavour 
that you may have theſe things in remem- 
brance: your miniſters are dying comforts ; 
pa: A you 


( 54 


you ſit under their miniſtration for a ſeaſon, 


and then they are taken from you; the Lord 


ſpeaketh to you by it, may you hear his 
voice in this diſpenſation ; if you have ſet 
me out of place, and too highly eſteemed 
me, know that God will have no fleſh glory 
in his preſence ; but if you have been care- 
lers, and not ſet that juſt eſtimation upon 
the inſtrument and means you have enjoyed, 

which the Lord expected at your hands, 
then he ſpeaketh to you by way of rebuke ; 

the treaſure you know is in earthen 725 
that the excellency of the power may be of God. 
We die ; the Word of the Lord lives for 
ever; which Word I have preached to you 
in the glory of his perſon, grace, offices, 
and fullneſs; and you have been comforted 


hereby. Chriſt, I hope, has been the ſub- 


ject of my miniſtrations to you; I find him 
now to my ſoul, in all his endearing rela- 
tions, a precious box of ointment; to be a 


| finger or toe in that body, of which Chriſt 


is the ever living head, is infinite grace: 
And Oh! how ſhall we praiſe him in the 
ö height of Zion. If the Lord ſhould make 


me go forth with you in his worſhip here, 


I ſhall rejoice; he can do it, tho' all things 


ſeem to oppoſe it. T Hat word of. Davis, 
| _ hath 


- < a Be \ 
SY «a & ond „ > jt Et RE ⁊ NE 1 a, Jenks. l Fab \_adM hs od © ot, . . a ww 2 A tund 


& | — ti et OO ba w 


4 — 
2 


3 


hath and doth yield me comfort in and un- 


der this providence, 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. Aud 


the king: ſaid unto Zadok, Carry back the ark 
of God into the city; if I ſhall find favour in 
the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me again, 


and ſhew me both it, and his habitation : but 


if he thus ſay, I have no delight in thee ; here 
am I, let him do as ſcemeth good unto him. 80 
that here I am ſtayed; I long to ſee you all; 
my heart's deſire and prayer to the Lord for 
you is, that you may be a tribe preſerved for 


his name; he can raiſe up an under-ſhep- 


herd for you, if I ſhould be taken away; 


for he lives to bear your judgment continu- 


ally before the Lord under this trying diſ- 


penſation; he is able to do more for you 


than you can aſk or think; cleave to him; 


and abide by him and one another, that is 
the way to know the mind of the Lord. 
Pray my love to the brethren that have en- 


treated the Lord on my behalf; I am glad 
to hear the Lord was preſent with them; it 


may be eminently for your good, though 
the ſpecial thing aſked may not be granted; 


for God will be glorified in all things, whe- 
ther it be by my life or death. n 


your prayers unto the Lord for me; I do, in 


all mine, wreſtle with the Lord for you: 


H 2 | | And y 


Ta}. 


ene words of the gram Apotto, 
when he took his leave of the church of 
Epheſus, I would bid you farewell; Bre- 
thren, I commend you to God, and to the 
word of: hrs Grace, that. 7s, able ia build you 
nb, and to give you an inberitanee among all 
| them that are ſanctiſied. My love, 2 n 
wife s, to you all, I reſt, 


Durs, in the ſervi ce of Grit, 


My Lord and yours, 


W. BENTLEY. 
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5 Dear Friend, f 
Y Have time to think, and my thoughts are 
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ſometimes upon one friend, and then 

upon another; and I thought a few lines to 
you might be acceptable, to hear of me, 
a weak, very weak worm indeed; I am al- 
moſt brought down to the duft of death; I 


frequently am ready to fay with Job, ad | 


call the earth, my fiſter and brother; the 
Lord, and my Lord is breaking me to pieces 


(a to this frame) apace; and I am often 


of Hezekah's words, for they come 


up. to my caſe, both as to pain and ſickneſs, 
which is both violent and very frequent; 

Ja. xxxviii. 12. and yet I can bleſs his name, 
and fay, that in love to my ſoul, he has c 
all mine iniquities behind his back: O Chriſt ! 


(58) 
my Lord, friend and elder brother (in his 
elorious eonqueſt and victory, over fin, 
Satan, death, and hell) appears glorious in 
my eyes ; I ſee him by faith, and am helped 
by faith in this trying time, to ſtay and truſt 


upon him, and him alone; for he is my 


ſalvation, and in him I have all I want or 


can deſire. O this foundation] what ſup- 
ports it brings into the ſoul, in the views of 


diſſolution, death, and the grave; as indeed 
is my caſe. I can hardly hold my pen 
ſteady to write; my caſe is very dangerous, 

and all the means hitherto uſed fail; O ſad 

and weariſom nights are appointed to me, 
but cverlaſting arms doth ſupport me; I 
long to ſee my dear friends once more in 
the fleſh, but I fear I ſhall not. 

O bleſſed day, when ſaints ſhall meet 
never to part l a glorious morn will that be, 
my dear friend, when all the redeemed of 


the Lord, ſhall join in company and ſpirit, 
to ling that new ſong; O! it makes my heart 


rejoice, in the thoughts of it, at times, to ſee 
him, and praiſe him, whom my ſoul _ 
and, above all, who loved me, and gav 


himſelf for me. May the God of all * £2 


Kill comfort, eſtabliſh, and make you meet 


for 


his for the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
and give you an abundant entrance into his 
kingdom and glory, is the deſire of, 


in, 
u-- =; | 
ed CD Tour brother in Mickion, 
ny | And diftreſs of body, | | 


af W. BENTLE v. 
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Bentley, Miniſter of 2 
II. A fel Diſcourſe s Sovereignty, by Eliſha 


E 
3 


be | Coles. 

+2 WE III. A Defence of the Religion of Nature, and of the Chri- 

AT ſſtian Revelation, by the late Mr. Simon Brown? ; recom- 

. mended by Dr. Harris, as a Syſtem of the whole Con. 
== troverſy with the Deiſts. 


7 
? * . 1 £73 
4 0 q 1 ROS. * * Ty / "2 I"? A - N Y \ o 
Pon 1 my ae br þ i Denn 
* KL * 1 5 „ O . 5 % 4 
| 5 . 5 A ; a. - ; e * * 
+ : 6 3 F 9 * % 2 n Va Fay of & 
S Kg / ht * . F PH ric 0 7 
STV JJ 
FEY : ; ; : : . x — =" aA ; MS 
8 ; 4 1 . a -% > "+ * © 
/ «< 4 PA, 1 
1 * 1 a Tf 
1 1 N35 
1 : Coo - * © 4 
0 & -Þ 5 7 


IV. The Doctrine of the Trinity, as it is contained in 
the Scriptures, explained and confirmed, and its Conſiſtency 
with the Principles of Natural Reaſon deared, and Objections 
to the contrary anſwered ; and the ſupreme Deity of the 

Son and Holy Ghoſt, and their Equality with the Father in 
all Divine Perfections and Glory, proved; with a full An- 
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| | ſwer to the chief Objections againſt the proper Godhead of 
1 theſe two Perſons; in Eighteen Sermons on that important 
_—_— Subject, by James Shoſs, M. A. To which are annexed ſe- 
A veral Letters wrote to the Author relating to the ſame Subject, 
1 together with his Anſwers. 
14 V, Divine Breathings; or a pious Soul thirſting after Chriſt, 
8 in one hundred Meditations. 
8 VI. The Doctrine of Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of 
> Chriſt, ſtated and maintained. The Third Edition. 
© VII. The Doctrine of the Reſurrection ſtated, defended, 
2 2 JR and improved. The Second Edition. 
12 VIII. The Doctrines of God's everlaſting Love to his 
1 Elect, and their eternal Union with Chriſt, together with 
. + fowe ot other Truths, ſtated and maintained, The Second 
"Fi IX. A Sermon occafioned by the Death of the Rev. Mr. 
BEER Samuel Wilſon. The Fourth Edition. 
> X. The Doctrine of Grace cleared from the Charge of 
7 0 Licentiouſneſs, a Sermon to the Society that ſupport the 
3%: | Evening Lecture in Eaftcheap. The Second Edition. 
. | XI. The Watchman's Anſwer to the Queſtion. What of 
= _— the Night? a Sermon to the fame Society, The Second 
Edition. 
XII. The Scriptures the only Guide i in Matters of Re- 
ligion ; a Sermon at the Baptiſm of leveral Perſons in Barbican. 


The Second Edition. 
The laſt Seven by John Gill, D. D. 


here aiſo may be had the ather Warks of Dr. Gill. 
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